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Abstract:

This paper explores the representation of urban life and the concept of city-states in medieval
Bengali literature. While medieval Bengal is often viewed through the lens of agrarian and
rural society, literary texts from the period reveal nuanced portrayals of urban centres,
marketplaces, administrative hubs, and royal cities. Through an analysis of key texts—
ranging from Mangal-kavyas and Vaishnava literature to Islamic narrative poetry—this study
uncovers how cities functioned not only as political or economic entities but also as symbolic
spaces reflecting social hierarchies, cultural exchanges, and moral tensions. The paper aims
to re-evaluate the socio-political imagination of urbanity in medieval Bengali literary
tradition and contribute to a broader understanding of pre-modern urban consciousness in
South Asia.

Keywords: Medieval Bengali Literature, Urban Life, City-State, Mangal-kavya, Pre-modern
Urbanism, Cultural Representation, Socio-political Imagination, South Asian Cities, Literary
Urbanity, Bengal History
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